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individual head #f any known executive. Apart from
his colleagues he has no power, nor has he any power
over them. He is, however, one of a body of seven
that count for a great deal. The Council has not
any direct executive functions, except in the depart-
ment of foreign affairs, the customs, postal and tele-
graph services, the polytechnic school, the arsenal,
and the alcohol monopoly. It acts by way of in-
spection and supervision.

The Executive have important legislative as well
as administrative functions. The Federal Council
as a body have the right of initiating legislation.
They also report in practice on all proposals brought
forward in the Chambers before these become the
subject of serious debate. It is also very common
for the Chambers to pass a resolution, called a "_pos-
tulat" requesting the Council to prepare a bill on
some subject. Thus the Federal Council can intro-
duce, draft, and report on legislation; but the Presi-
dent has no vote, no power of suspending or annulling
laws.

The relations of the Executive and Legislature are
peculiar. The members of the Executive are not
allowed to sit in the Assembly. They may, however,
take an active part in the debates, though, of course,
they may not vote. The Executive has no power
over the Assembly. It cannot prevent the Assembly
meeting, prorogue it or dissolve it, and can only
summon it on extraordinary occasions.

The Federal Tribunal, the chief judicial body of
the Confederation, does not occupy anything like the
position of the American Supreme Court. It is not
the guardian of the constitution, and has no power to